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L-R, Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil, Gwendolyn Reese, Tim Dutton,
Winnie Foster and Ken Welch (standing) were all invited to discuss racism
in St. Pete at the Suncoast Tiger Bay Club last month.

After 41 years,
Tiger Bay discusses
racism in St. Pete
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – Some
of the realities of blacks and
whites living side by side in St.
Pete were discussed at the Suncoast Tiger Bay Club during
their lunch meeting entitled
“Race & The Legacy of Racism
in the ‘Burg” held Thursday,
June 27 at the St. Pete Yacht
Club.
Tiger Bay is a non-partisan
political club that was created
in 1978 to foster a better understanding of public issues.
But while the June lunch
discussion was the first time in
the group’s 41-year history that
it focused solely on race in the
city, club president Elise
Minkoff promised it would not
be the last, noting that the

lunch crowd’s attendance for
that event was the largest so far
in 2019.
Panel members included
community activist and president of the African American
Heritage Association Gwendolyn Reese, faith and community leader Imam Askia
Muhammad Aquil, grassroots
activist Winnie Foster and Tim
Dutton, executive director of
UNITE Pinellas, which has a
mission to increase equity in all
areas in the county.
Pinellas County Commissioner Ken Welch introduced
and moderated the event, referring to the enduring impacts of
racism that haunt Pinellas.
“Racism is one of defining
issues of our nation,” he remarked, noting that it perme-

COMMUNITY
NEWS
PAGES 2 - 8, 12

HEALTH &
BEAUTY
PAGE 9

CHURCH NEWS
PAGES 10 - 11

See HOPE, page 3

See YVONNE, page 3

BY KARIN DAVIS-THOMPSON
Staff Writer

Bridge of Hope Kitchen held their groundbreaking
ceremony May 18 with hopes of opening Jan. 2020.
“They will someday be our
future leaders and many times
due to no fault of their own, they
are experiencing very challenging times,” Hill asserted. “If we
all do our part, no matter how
big or small, it will have a
tremendous impact on the next
generation.”
According to the Florida
Dream Center, an organization
founded to help alleviate homelessness, poverty and hunger in
Pinellas County, the food insecurity rate in the state of Florida is
about 14 percent. In Pinellas

Feature Writer

County, the number is slightly
higher at 15.7 percent.
The Dream Center also
found that nearly one in four
children, or 25 percent, in the
county are considered food insecure. Food insecurity is defined
as a lack of consistent access to
enough food to maintain an active and healthy lifestyle.
Hill, who is also the pastor of
New Hope of Glory Ministries,
said growing up she was a part
of that 25 percent. She knows

See CLUB, page 7

Bridge of Hope Kitchen aims to
feed hungry children
ST. PETERSBURG — Deborah Hill, founder of the Bridge of
Hope Kitchen, said it might be
hard to believe, but even in 2019,
there are thousands of children
in Pinellas County who are
going hungry each day. Unwilling to just sit by while that number continues to grow, she
decided to do something about
it.
She started the Bridge of
Hope Kitchen with one simple
goal: to provide meals to children and families in need.
“Our mission is to reduce
hunger by identifying schoolaged children and families and
providing them with warm, nutritious meals,” Hill stated. “In
some cases, this may be their
last meal of the day.”
Hill said feeding children in
the community is crucial because not only does everyone
deserve good healthy food, but
taking care of our children is taking care of our future.

BY DEXTER MCCREE

ST. PETERSBURG — Bethel
Metropolitan Baptist Church was
filled last Saturday with former students, colleagues and community
leaders who came out to pay their
last respects to Yvonne C. Clayton.
The attendance exhibited the impact she made in the community at
her homegoing celebration.
An educator for more than 50
years, she was a champion of education who saw greatness in those
who could not see it in themselves.
“You give me the student who
everyone says can’t learn and I’ll
give back to you an educated student who has learned to read,” Clayton told parents nearly 50 years ago.
Many parents will testify that she
stayed faithful to her word.
On Saturday, June 22, Clayton
went home to be with her Lord.
Many came out to celebrate her life
on Saturday, July 6, and to make a
joyful noise.
The Spirit of Tampa Bay Choir
and The Alumni Singers sang songs
that reminded the audience of the
tremendous soprano voice she had.
The congregation was inspired by
the choir and joined in the singing.
There were hand clapping, feet
stomping and hand waving in praise
as they remembered the years shared
with Clayton. As one of the original
member in1980, she sang second soprano in the Alumni Singers.
Born in Greenville, Fla., on July
4, 1939, she was the fourth of six
children born to Berton and Mary
Clemons in a tiny town located 42
miles east of Tallahassee on Highway 90. Clayton attended Bay area
schools, graduating from Gibbs
High School in 1957.
She earned a scholarship to
Florida A & M College (now University) in vocal music. She graduated
from FAMU in 1962 with a degree
in elementary education. Her first
teaching job was at Melrose Elementary, teaching third grade.
“This is a tough one,” said Tondrick Jones from Atlanta. “My auntie
was like a second mother to my sister and me and was always there for
the entire family. She would give you
the shirt off her back.”
Jones shared stories of how his
Auntie Yvonne would open her
home to people who needed a helping hand or temporary shelter. It

ates every area of American
life.
Imam Aquil began the discussion recalling coming of age
in a segregated St. Pete where
he interned at St. Petersburg
Times when it still had a “news
for negroes” section. He spoke
of being a student at the University of South Florida where
he and other students responded to the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by
leading the movement that resulted in the university’s first
black studies program (today’s
Africana Studies program).
Reese noted her reason for
taking part in the discussion
at Tiger Bay, in a location
where blacks weren’t allowed
until well after desegregation

Celebrating Juneteenth
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Baseball and biscuits and gravy: Bay area
racism and the national pastime
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Jackie Robinson blazed
the trail for an entire race
when he first trotted out
onto Brooklyn’s Ebbets
Field on April 15, 1947, but
that was merely the first
shot fired in the war against
baseball’s
longstanding
racial prejudices. In time,
many other talented black
players would follow this
same path that turned out
to be a minefield of suspicion, suppression and segregation.
The Major League ball
clubs in those days called
Northern and Midwestern
cities such as New York,
Philadelphia,
Boston,
Chicago and St. Louis
home. Most of them descended upon warmer climates every March to work
out the kinks and get ready
for the season. That meant
spring training games in
the Florida sunshine —
where Jim Crow called
home.
In his 1991 autobiography “I Had a Hammer,”
Hank Aaron noted that he
considered himself a second generation black
ballplayer by the time he
broke into the majors in
1954 with the Milwaukee
Braves. By 1960, all the
teams had integrated, and
pioneers such as Robinson,
Roy Campanella, Joe Black,
Larry Doby and Monte
Irvin were out of the game.
But players like Aaron,

Willie McCovey, Bill White,
Bob Gibson and Lou Brock
were swinging and hurling
and speeding their way
onto the bigtime baseball
diamonds. And though
they may have been given a
chance to play alongside
white men, segregation
made certain that the playing field was the only place
where that was tolerated.
Black ballplayers were
forced to stay in lodgings
apart from their white
counterparts, which was
par for the course for the
many that hailed from the
South.
“When we were in
Bradenton,” Aaron writes
in his book, “the white players stayed at the big, pink
Manatee River Hotel and
the black players lived in an
apartment over a garage
owned by a black schoolteacher named Lulu Gibson.”
The black Braves players had to crowd into two
bedrooms and a hallway,
but the home-cooked meals
couldn’t be beat, Aaron remembered.
“We’d wake up every
morning to bacon and biscuits and gravy,” he said.
Small consolation indeed. Aaron wrote that one
year, as soon as they arrived in Bradenton, the Ku
Klux Klan marched down
Ninth Street where Mrs.
Gibson’s house sat. He didn’t know if that demonstration was for the players’

Bill White became the president of the National
League in 1989, the first African American to
hold such a high-ranking executive position.

benefit, but it was a not-sosubtle reminder that they
were very much in a southern town.
The ballpark at Bradenton back then still had separate sections for whites
and “coloreds.” Aaron’s
young wife Barbara even
refused to attend the games
because she refused to sit
apart from the white wives.
One day after a spring
training game, future home
run king Aaron went with
some teammates to a Dairy
Queen across the street
from the ballpark to get
some refreshments. When
it was his turn to step up to
the window and order, the
lady inside told him to go
around back to the colored
window.
About 30 years after
that incident, Aaron received a letter from a man
who had been living in
Bradenton then, and he
wrote Aaron that he and his
wife were good friends with
the couple that ran that
same Dairy Queen and his
wife worked for them on occasion. It was the man’s
wife that had to serve
Aaron at the colored window. It bothered her so
much that she broke off the
friendship with the other
couple, “quit the job, and
went home and cried for a
couple of days.”
As Aaron hailed from
Mobile, Ala., he was well familiar with the white southern mentality and rigid
boundaries
concerning
African Americans; yet, he
mused that in some ways
Bradenton was worse than
Mobile. The newspapers in
Florida wouldn’t even print
pictures of the black players.
The black players were
also advised not to drive
cars at night, and they
never knew what might
happen if they tried to hail a
cab. At times, white drivers
would refuse to take them
anywhere, and other times
white police officers actually stopped cabs an ordered the black players to
get out, which put them at
risk of being arrested for
just standing on the street.
Tony Gonzalez, while
playing for the Cincinnati

Since his retirement, Hank Aaron has held
front office roles with the Atlanta Braves. He
was inducted into the National Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1982.

Reds in Tampa, recalled a
time when he went with
one of his “white Spanish
teammates” into a white
movie house to buy ice
cream. Gonzalez, because
of his color, couldn’t go inside and had to wait for his
teammate outside.
“While I was waiting,”
he remembered, “a couple
of policemen walked up and
arrested me. I couldn’t
speak a word of English,
but they put me in a police
car and started to take me
away. I was making like I
was hitting a ball so they
could understand I was a
baseball player. So they
took me back to the camp
and said, ‘You stay here.’”
First baseman Bill
White broke into the majors in the 1950s and also
got to know very well what
springtime in Florida meant
to players of color. From
1959-65 he was playing for
the St. Louis Cardinals,
who played their pre-season games in St. Pete.
“The St. Petersburg
Yacht Club used to invite
eight or nine Cardinal players to a breakfast every
spring,” White said, “and
one day I made the comment to Joe Reichler, who
was a baseball writer for
UPI, that none of the black
players were ever invited.”
Reichler then wrote an
article about the segregation in spring training, and
that was something White
hoped would get the ball
rolling toward integration.
Sure enough, the exclusive
club soon after broke with
its longstanding tradition —
sort of.
“After the article, the
Yacht Club invited me to
breakfast at something like
one in the morning,” White

recalled. “I told them
‘thank you, that was a
little early for me.’”
Yet that article was
potent enough to put
the pressure on the St.
Louis ball club to move toward integration. The upshot was that the Cards
were the first team to do
something about the problem of separate quarters for
players.
“Their solution was to
segregate everybody, not
just the black players,”
White said. They leased a
motel in St. Petersburg and
just took the whole thing
over.”
White ultimately rose
above the bigotry in baseball as he went on to become the president of the
National League in 1989,
the first African American
to hold such a high-ranking
executive position.
With the Cardinals’ decision to house all of their
players together, black
ballplayers
on
other
teams—including Aaron on
the Braves—wanted the
same treatment.
Aaron recalled the time
when the vice president of
the Braves Birdie Tebbetts
called him into his office
and asked the slugger if he
was happy with the way
things were.
“I said, ‘Hell, no, I’m not
happy,’” Aaron wrote in his
book. “‘It’s about time you
all realized that we’re a
team and we need to stay
together.’”
And though the Braves
had been saying that they
would move toward integrating the players’ housing situation, nothing got
done. The management
claimed that it was hard to
find a hotel to go along with
this, as they all stuck together when it came to segregation. If one of them
gave in, the other establish-

ments would have no
choice but to follow suit.
A solution presented itself when a man offered his
Twilight Motel in Palmetto,
next door to Bradenton.
Since his property wasn’t
situated in the city, he was
willing to take on the whole
team, black and white players alike. Aaron noted that
the white players were
none too thrilled about
moving out of the sprawling
Manatee River Hotel and
into a “two-bit motel” in the
next town.
“And for that matter,”
Aaron said, “the black players knew we’d be leaving
behind some first-rate
chicken and biscuits — but
it had to be done.”
As big a step as this was
on the path to integration
and acceptance, at least one
African American didn’t
like the change. When
Aaron ran into Lulu Gibson
a few weeks after the black
players moved out, “she
was crushed,” Aaron noted.
Gibson felt that Aaron himself was behind the move,
and it made her feel as
though he’d walked out on
her. Didn’t he love her, she
asked him? Didn’t he like
being in her home?
“I said, ‘Mrs. Gibson,
that’s not it at all,’” Aaron remembered. “‘I love your
home, but it’s time now for
baseball to understand that
we have to have a choice of
where we want to stay, and
you have to understand
that, too. It’s very important
that we make that statement.’”
Source: “I Had a Hammer: The Hank Aaron
Story” by Hank Aaron with
Lonnie Wheeler, HarperCollins Publishers, 1991.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Bridging the gap between hunger and sustainability

Breaking
the Cycle

HOPE, from front page

what it’s like to wonder
where your next meal will
come from.
“Having been raised by
a single mom who had six
children, I experienced
what it felt like to not always have enough food to
eat — to see your parent
struggle to put food on the
table,” Hill explained.
“When you sit around the
table with your siblings
and share one chicken at
dinner time, and then
watch your mom take
what she had and share it
with the neighbor down
the street.”
Hill’s experiences and
watching her mom share
what little she had was no
doubt at the forefront of
her mind as she came up
with a phrase to describe
Bridge of Hope Kitchen,
“If you have a piece of
bread, everybody has a
piece of bread.”
Now, with her vision
and mission secured, Hill
is looking for donations to
make it a reality. In May,

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Love, God’s True Love - Part 1

Pastor Deborah Hill experienced hungry as a
child and wants to alleviate food insecurity in
Pinellas County families.
she began the first phase
of the project with the
groundbreaking
ceremony and an anticipated
opening next January.
She said while they plan
to begin by offering meals
in the evening at least three
days a week, they hope to
expand and offer cooking
demonstrations, budgeting,
tutoring, meal planning and
life skills.
The Bridge of Hope
Kitchen will open in next

year at 1176 62nd Ave. S.
Hill is excited about whatever role the project can
play, big or small, in changing the lives of children.
For more information
or if you would like to volunteer or make a donation,
you can contact the Bridge
of Hope Kitchen at 727768-3289.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychall
enger.com

A small crowd came to tour the soon-to-be kitchen on May 18, which
will be located at 1176 62nd Ave. S.

Longtime educator goes home
YVONNE, from front page

was done without much
fanfare. In fact, most people never knew. She felt
the integrity of the people
was important, and she
didn’t want others to look
down on someone who
simply needed a hand to
come up.
Clayton taught and
headed programs in the
Pinellas County School
system for more than 30
years, and in 1996 when
then-Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church pastor Rev.
Henry Lyons asked her to
start a school, she quickly
retired and opened the
Yvonne C. Reed Christian
Academy in 1998, which
she retired from in 2012.
Specializing in teaching students that the system
labeled
as
“unteachable,” her most
famous quote was, “I always listen to children.
You have to listen to chil-
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dren, love them and work
with their parents. My philosophy is that I know kids
can learn; it’s up to teachers to find the mode or
method.”
With 22 students and
$10,000 of her own money,
the first student she registered was a boy having difficulties in public school.
Clayton paid the tuition for
several years out of pocket
for some of the students
whose parents were unable to afford it.
Clayton worked very
closely with former Governor Charlie Christ in
launching Florida’s Step
Up for Students Program
— an initiative of the Corporate Tax Credit Scholarship Program — to
provide K-12 scholarships
for low-income children
throughout Florida.
Her oldest sister Elesta
Pritchett from Greenville,

Yvonne C. Clayton posed
for a photo a week before
her retirement party on July
7, 2012, at the St. Petersburg
Hilton Bayfront.

Fla., had the church crying with laughter when
she shared a story of how
Clayton tried dipping snuff
as a child. As the disciplinarian of the siblings,
Pritchett waited until the
two of them were alone
and she forced young
Yvonne to eat it until she
got dizzy and felt sick. She
never wanted to dip snuff
again.
Clayton was a woman
of God, a pillar in the community, an entrepreneur, a
gifted vocalist and a philanthropist who always had
an encouraging word. Although the community
has lost a champion, Clayton’s legacy will live on forever in the children she
taught and encouraged.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Clayton’s younger sister Curtis
Clemons and oldest sister Elesta Pritchett
at the funeral held at Bethel Metropolitan.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !

Praise the Lord saints of
the Most High God.
When Pontius Pilate
had interrogated Jesus just
before his crucifixion
recorded in John 18:36-38,
Jesus answered him, “ My
kingdom is not of this
world. If My kingdom were
of this world, My servants
would fight, so that I should
not be delivered to the
Jews; but now My kingdom
is not from here.” Pilate
then said to Him, “Are You
a King then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly
that I am a king. For this
cause I was born, and for
this cause I have come into
the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth. Jesus
proclaimed that “Everyone
of the truth (who seeks
truth) hears my voice.” Pilate’s reply “What is truth?”
And he immediately left
Jesus not staying to hear an
answer. (Vs.38). Pilate was
staring at Truth incarnate,
he was so close yet so very
far. He didn’t have time to
hear any answer.
Christianity claims to be
exclusive in its revelation of
God and knowing God. It is
not to be mistaken for another religion that one can
choose among the many.
Nor is it to be integrated
into another religion, no
matter how close its precepts or teachings may be
found to Christ.
Nicodemus is a man intrigued by what he has seen
and heard. He slips away at
nighttime to see Jesus.
Jesus appeals to Nicodemus in his conversation ,
“For God so loved the
world he gave his only begotten Son”…
God sent His son into
the world not only to be sacrificed but also to deliver
truth. He came to bring
truth to mankind as well as
to die. But to introduce
truth one must be con-

fronted with their falsehood. The concept is the
true light of God coming in
a world of darkness to
transfer people who do not
believe in God and those
who practiced other religions to be brought into a
relationship with the one
true God.
The motivation for God
sending his son into our
world to die for sin is love .
But what kind of love is
this? When we state God
loves everyone unconditionally, it does not mean
God accepts all no matter
what they do or believe.
God hates sin. It is contrary
to his nature, so he has provided a way to change us so
that we can move from
being alienated and enemies to friends of our
maker. Unconditional love
means whatever you have
done God will accept you
and forgive you and bring
you into friendship with
himself, if you believe in his
message the good news.
Yet we have conditions to
be met to be found in a new
relationship of his unconditional love. Just as the Good
news was delivered by the
angel in Lk.2 to the shepherds, it was to those of
goodwill, who were willing
to repent and receives the
message. not to anyone
who continues on the same
destructive course.
John records later what
Jesus said to Nicodemus
3:21”But he who does the
truth comes to the light,
that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have
been done in God.” In other
words those who seek to
know truth will gladly abandon their wrongs and embrace Jesus as savior.
Today Societies view of
love has changed drastically. It now means to be
tolerant and go the way of
least resistance, to avoid

any conflict. However, true
love is not helping people
be accepted and have them
continue in falsehood . Because much of the
Churches inability to proclaim the truth with backbone, society has been
affected as well as the
Church. We have substituted words that have no
biblical significance so that
people will not be uncomfortable at Church. There is
a common cold that everyone has without sneezing.
In the end of time scripture
states the love of many will
wax (grow) cold. People
become hardened, it is ingrained in their personality.
Marriages barely last more
than a few years much less
a lifetime which they vow
for. Nuptial agreements are
made to insure the mate of
possible retaliation from
their loved one when all
goes south. Careers can
take priority over family and
those you love. Ambition
drives people to be the best
and have the most, this is
what gives one self esteem
and satisfaction today. The
children suffer because the
parents are more focused
on obtaining the good
things of life. So most of
their time is spent in pursuit
of the American dream.
Parents can’t control their
children and end up physically abusing them because
of their frustrations. It
never dawns on them that
when you don’t forge a path
from their beginning you
can’t have them walk on it
when they are growing up.
Because biblical living is
abandoned everyone suffers. They must hear the
biblical message to be rescued from a society that is a
candle in the wind .
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
4

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 2019

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

Woodson Museum plans to expand are not daunted by DeSantis’ veto
BY: HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – On
Tuesday, March 22, 1960, 13
well-dressed LeMoyne College students were arrested
by the Memphis, Tenn., police for visiting the Brooks
Memorial Art Gallery in the
Overton Park neighborhood. Seven were arrested
for entering the museum
and six students were arrested outside.
Those who entered the
space on an “all-white day”
were charged with loitering,
disturbing the peace, disorderly conduct and threating
to breach the public peace.
These protesting black students had the audacity to
enter a public space on a day
other than the city’s “Negro
Thursdays.”
Mario Gooden, an awardwinning architect and professor at Columbia University,
told the Brooks story to city
council members last month.
He said the Carter G. Woodson African American Museum is part of the lineage of
black museums that rose out
of that shameful history of
our nation’s past.
Gooden and others reported to city council on the
plan to more than double the
size of the current museum
that sits at 2240 Ninth Ave. S.
Local firm Wannemacher
Jensen Architects have been
selected to expand the space,
and has partnered with
Gooden’s New York-based
company.

Dr. Mabel Wilson is a
scholar, designer and
artist. She is a professor
of architecture and
Columbia University,
a co-director of
Global Africa Lab
and a faculty fellow
at the Institute for
Research in African
American Studies.

On Saturday, June 22,
Gooden brought together
local and national historians,
architects and the curator at
the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and Culture in
Washington, D.C., for a oneday symposium to formulate
ideas on the Woodson expansion, which is estimated to
cost $10 million.
“You have certainly
done an amazing job in capturing the essence of forcing us to think outside of the
box,” said Terri Lipsey
Scott, executive director of
the Woodson, to Gooden.
Senator Darryl Rouson
secured state funding in the
amount of $250,000 for expansion plans in the 2018-19
state budget, but was not so
lucky for 2019-20. Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis vetoed the project, and
$200,000 of the $250,000
was used in the conceptual
phase, which is slated to be
complete next month.
Gooden aimed to have an
inclusive conversation with
experts and community
members regarding AfricanAmerican cultural production
and the making, writing and
collecting of black history,
and let’s just said he knocked
it out of the park.
Local historian and president of the African American
Heritage Association, Gwendolyn Reese, reminisced
about the historic Manhattan
Casino where the likes of Ray
Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, Otis
Redding and many other entertainment giants graced
the stage of the very room
the symposium was held in.
She can recall generations of stories handed
down from family and community members.
“Our history has been
forgotten,” Reese said,
pointing out that there’s little evidence of black contributions to the city’s
landscape. “We can look all
around us and see evidence
of that.”
Community members
at the well-attended event
were invited to take part in
the conversation of what
they would like to see at the
museum and how it should
look. Guest speakers all
chronicled their journeys of
bringing black history to

Woodson Executive Director Terri Lipsey Scott
and City Councilmember Steve Kornell

light in the everyday, not
just behind museum walls.
Walter Hood, a landscape
architect and director of
Hood Design Studio in California, has traveled the nation
and worked with museums
in top cities.
“In landscapes, you see
connections. Our lives are intertwined,” he said.
He discussed periods of
neglect and how during
these times, it is as if the black
voice is silenced only rearing
its head during extreme
marks in history such as
emancipation, reconstruction, civil rights or the election of President Obama.
“I think we are in a period
of neglect right now,” he explained. “When we had that
period where we could seize
the moment we did, but then
we fall back into the rut.
We’re really good at forgetting things.”
His mission? To discover how to make people
aware and remember. Taking risks, stepping outside
the ordinary and going beyond the expected are what
he’s calling for.
“We can’t be stereotypical, we gotta be atypical,”
he said.
Dr. Michelle Joan
Wilkinson, a curator at the
Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture, feels
the same. Responsible for
expanding museum collections in some of the nation’s
top museums, she has extensive experience in curating exhibitions reflecting
African-American culture.
Her interdisciplinary work
spans art and history museums and the terrains of
African-American studies.
She wants to preserve
black history all over the
nation and encourages
those who live in St. Pete to
do the same.
Wilkinson shared how
engaging important topics
with community members
and collaborating and partnering with others can produce needed funds. She
generated interest in her own
museums by thinking outside of the box, bringing up
attendance and competing

Dr. Michelle Joan
Wilkinson, a curator at
the Smithsonian
National Museum of
African American
History and Culture in
Washington, D.C.

with other attractions vying
for the same tourist dollars.
They did the typical —
brought in experts on management and fundraising
strategies. They had writeups in all the papers, spots on
television and radio, but it
wasn’t until they brought the
museum to the community
that they really saw a difference.
Museum artifacts were
brought into schools, a curriculum to support tours for
K-12 students was created
and even a touch tour was implemented for a hands-on experience. Live jazz bands
were hired, summertime
programs were held in the
museum alley and artwork
installed outside.
“Super scary to do but
very memorable,” said
Wilkinson. “It was a very
proud moment at the museum.”
But what really enticed
the community was involving
them in the museum itself.
Wilkinson scoured the area
for potential donors in possession of artifacts they’d be
willing to share with the museum. She held antique roadshow events in cities across
the country where community members could bring
items they cared or were curious about. The museum
provided artifact conservators to inform how to best
store and care for the objects.
“It was the key to building community investment
in the museum,” she asserted, noting the additional
bonus of demonstrating how
to value history through
safeguarding materials of a
culture is a lofty goal.
An idea that could take
root locally because it encourages artifact owners to
protect and care for the
items they’ve acquired.
Wilkinson spoke on considering broadening sections of the Woodson to
include science, technological achievements, architect,
design, as well as coordinating displays to appeal to the
eye and tell a story. An idea
Reese can get behind.
She recognizes the
need for black history museums to bring awareness
on a national and state level,

Local historian and
columnist Gwendolyn
Reese is the president
of St. Pete’s African
American Heritage
Association.

L-R, Jason Jensen, principal of the
local-based Wannemacher Jensen Architects
and Mario Gooden, principal of the
New York-based Huff + Gooden Architects
but Reese stresses the importance of local black history as it tied into what was
happening in other parts of
the nation.
“Our stories are messy,
they’re complicated, they’re
beautiful and they must be
told,” she said, enforcing
the need for those who
lived it to come forward and
tell it like it was. Reese is
adamant that local black
history be portrayed accurately and not from the vantage point of a historian.
“We will not let our
history be covered over,
whitewashed,” she said,
recognizing that the
Woodson is dedicated to
capturing and preserving
the rich local history. “It is
our job to tell our story.”
For instance, nationally
there were sundown cities
spread throughout the
United States. These were
towns that prohibited blacks
from walking city streets after
the sun went down.
“Well, we were one of
those,” averred Reese, betting on the fact that most residents today are unaware of
the city’s darker history. “At
sundown, we couldn’t be in
downtown because that wasn’t the picture they wanted
tourists to see.”
Reese used the lynching
of John Evans in 1914 in front
of the then-courthouse on
Ninth Street South and Second Avenue as a prime example. The killing of Evans was
reportedly carried out by
some 1,500 residents at the
time and advertised as upholding the law. Talk on the
subject is still often silenced.
Museums help ensure the
past is brought to light so that
lessons can be learned, healing can begin and negative
actions not be repeated.
Dr. Mabel Wilson is a
professor and author of
“Negro Building: African
Americans in the World of
Fairs and Museums and
Building Race and Nation:
How Slavery and Dispossession Shaped America’s Civic
Architecture.” She tells of
early museums often being
in private homes due to the
sundown laws and laws for-

Walter Hood is
professor and former
chair of landscape
architecture at the
University of California,
Berkeley and principal
of Hood Design Studio
in Oakland, Calif.
bidding African Americans
from owning land.
When writing her books,
she wanted to find permanent places where black history was displayed, but also
realized she needed to look
at the temporary ones.
Wilson has always been
interested in how black history is hidden, and likes to
tell stories, “not only as
blacks, but as part of the
American experience and
the legacy of the modern
world.”
She explained that
African Americans are
often fighting the stereotypical images that are circulating, such as working
on plantations that continually rob people of their dignity and opportunities. She
found it challenging to find
authentic artifacts representative of positive black
culture as so many pieces
remain hidden, locked
away in personal collections, not owned by black
folks.
Breakout groups moderated by Hood, Wilson and
Wilkinson to hear local input
rounded out the afternoon.
The symposium was a success and lived up to the museum’s promise to engage a
broad and diverse audience
through activities and to promote an understanding
among various groups that
make up the fabric of St.
Pete.
Lipsey Scott said the expansion will be paid for with
public and private money.

Gerrymandering equals gentrification!
Dear Editor:
St. Petersburg city officials have used gerrymandering to suppress the
political power of the black
community.
Gerrymandering is the
redrawing of district borders
in such a way as to change
who has political power in
that district.
Big money developers
and house flippers want the
land on which the historically black community on
the south side of town sits.
One way to get it is to take
away political power from
the black community so that
they can’t influence the policies of our city government.
For instance, District 6
used to be a majority black
district. After the 2010 census, the boundaries were redrawn in favor of white
power.
A formerly majority poor
and working-class black district was redrawn to include
one of the most affluent sectors of the white community
and remove areas from the

district that included poor
and working-class black people.
Now that district is only
43 percent black. The political power in that district is
now in the hands of white
people.
Gentrifiers, like a white
man named Karl Nurse who
owns at least four properties
in the district, was appointed
by city council into the District 6 seat. He then orchestrated the initiation of the
CRA (Community Redevelopment Area).
We are told that the CRA
is a program for economic
development on the south
side of town; however, in reality, the CRA is a foul,
greedy, unjust practice that
enriches white men like
Nurse at the expense of
black families, black men,
women and children.
When a CRA is in place,
white investors come in and
buy up land. As some of it is
developed, the value of the
properties increase, and the
taxes increase. These extra

taxes are used to fund more
development in the area, increasing the value of the
property even more.
CRA grants require a
matching amount of investment from the person or
business receiving the grant.
This leaves out the poor and
working class black community. The monies end up enriching white investors like
Nurse and pushing out the
black community.
This happens in a variety
of ways. Taxes increase, and
a low-income black family,
single mothers or elderly
persons are not able to afford the taxes. House flippers begin to call code
enforcement on longtime
residents who may not have
the resources to correct a
code violation. Fines are imposed, and things spiral out
of control.
Predatory white investors offer to pay unfair
low amounts of money for
the home, which will eventually bring them a big profit.
The desperate homeowner,

not wanting to lose everything, has to take what he or
she can get from the predator.
The current mayor, city
council, developers and gentrifiers like Nurse are funding the campaigns of our
opponents. They want to
keep the current district
boundaries and other black
voter suppression tactics in
place.
They want to continue to
steal the land from the black
community.
As a white woman, I am
appalled and infuriated by
the greed and avarice these
white folks hold toward the
black community. This is not
what I want for my city.
I want a city with public
policies that halt gentrification! I want a city where
reparations restore the economic life of the black community allowing black
people to redevelop economic life for themselves!
I want a city where
everyone can thrive, no one
at the expense of anyone

????

else.
When Akile and I are
elected, we will fight for the
lines of the districts to be returned to the pre-gerrymandering boundaries, giving
political power to the black
community!
A vote for Eritha Akile
Cainion for District 7 and
Anne Hirsch for District 5 is
a vote for a bold new vision
of a positive future for all people in the city!
With the two of us on
city council, we will double
our ability to push back

against the greedy developers and politicians who do
their bidding.
We will bring the agenda
of the poor and working
class black community and
all those in the city who love
justice into city hall.
We will fight for power
for regular working people
in this city! We will fight for
black power for the black
community!
Vote Aug. 27! Make the
Southside Black Again!
Unity Through Reparations!
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Young King’s Hierarchy stepping to a championship beat
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER
–
Stepping is an expressive
dance form that incorporates synchronized steps,
elaborate turns and soulstirring handclapping delivered
with
a
high-spirited style and attitude. Its humble beginnings can be traced back
to pre-colonized Africa
when African dancers put
on boots to perform the
“gumboot dance.”
The modern-day roots
of stepping began in the
early 1900s when the National Pan-Hellenic Council,
a
collaborative
organization of nine historically African American, international Greek

lettered fraternities and
sororities, held Greek
Sings, or showcases. The
popularity continued to
grow and eventually
turned into step shows.
Stepping’s popularity
spread from college campuses to neighborhoods
throughout the country. It
now incorporates tap,
break dancing, gymnastics and Afro-Caribbean
moves. It has expanded
into major competitions
and exhibitions across the
nation.
Adonis Taylor is a
stepping enthusiast. He
sees it as a way to enlighten and uplift other
young black men. His
childhood love of stepping
grew through the years,
and he now heads up his
own stepping troupe

called the Young King’s
Hierarchy. After months
of dedication and practice,
they were one of the finalists in the 2019 National
High School Stepping

Championship.
Taylor
attended
schools that were not too
diverse. His parents,
Emma and Lynden Taylor, enrolled him in an

Artz4 Life Academy summer program. It was
worlds away from what he
was used to, and the experience changed his life.
“I was seven years old

and didn’t know I was capable of doing some of
those things or that other
black people were already
doing them,” he stated.
See STEPPING, page 9

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.00

%

µÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒÔÝà_`ÛÝÜâÖá
å×âÖÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âáÝÔÏâÚÓÏáâ
r`c^^^ÏÜÒÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÏÑÑÝãÜâ
ÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr`c^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ_

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.10

%

µÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒÔÝàÏ
e#ÛÝÜâÖâÓàÛå×âÖÜÓåÛÝÜÓç
ÒÓÞÝá×âáÝÔÏâÚÓÏáâr`c^^^`

Enroll in a branch by August 30, 2019.
¶ãá×ÜÓááÝåÜÓà
Ask about our business savings rates.

ÃøÓàáÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓ×Ü·È¸¹ºÀÂ¾ÂÍÏÜÒÄµPortfolio by Wells Fargo]ÑãáâÝÛÓàáÏàÓÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓâÝàÓÑÓ×äÓÏÜÏÒÒ×â×ÝÜÏÚÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÝÜâÖÓáÓÏÑÑÝãÜâá3
1. ÈÝßãÏÚ×ÔçÔÝàâÖÓÏÒäÓàâ×áÓÒµÄÍçÝãÛãáâÓÜàÝÚÚçÝãàÜÓåÝàÓæ×áâ×ÜÕÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×ÜâÖ×áÝøÓàÐÓâåÓÓÜ^e*^f*`^_gÏÜÒ^f*a^*`^_gÐçáÞÓÏÙ×ÜÕâÝÏÐÏÜÙÓàÏÜÒàÓßãÓáâ×ÜÕâÖÓáÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÏâÓÃøÓà×ááãÐØÓÑââÝÑÖÏÜÕÓÏâÏÜçâ×ÛÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓÏÜÒ×áÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓÝÜÚçâÝÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛ
ÇÏä×ÜÕáÑãáâÝÛÓàá×ÜâÖÓÔÝÚÚÝå×ÜÕáâÏâÓá·È¸¹ºÀÂ¾ÂÍÄµ½ÜÝàÒÓàâÝÓÏàÜâÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚ½ÜâÓàÓáâÆÏâÓÝÔ_gf°(ÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓ)çÝãÛãáâÒÓÞÝá×âr`c^^^×ÜÜÓåÛÝÜÓçâÝâÖÓÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâÏÜÒÛÏ×ÜâÏ×ÜÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr`c^^^âÖàÝãÕÖÝãââÖÓÞàÝÛÝâ×ÝÜÏÚ
×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÞÓà×ÝÒ ÂÓåÛÝÜÓç!×áÛÝÜÓçÔàÝÛáÝãàÑÓáÝãâá×ÒÓÝÔâÖÓÑãáâÝÛÓàáÑãààÓÜâàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þå×âÖËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÝà×âáÏûÚ×ÏâÓá(åÖ×ÑÖ×ÜÑÚãÒÓáÏÚÚÒÓÞÝá×âÐàÝÙÓàÏÕÓÏÜÒÚÝÏÜ*ÑàÓÒ×âÏÑÑÝãÜâá)ÈÖÓÑÝààÓáÞÝÜÒ×ÜÕµÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒ(µÄÍ)ÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓà×á`^^°ÈÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚ
ÆÏâÓå×ÚÚÐÓÏÞÞÚ×ÓÒâÝâÖÓÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâÔÝàÏÞÓà×ÝÒÝÔ_`ÛÝÜâÖááâÏàâ×ÜÕÝÜâÖÓÒÏâÓâÖÓÏÑÑÝãÜâ×áÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒ×ÜâÖÓÝøÓà¼ÝåÓäÓàÔÝàÏÜçÒÏçÒãà×ÜÕâÖÏâ_`ÛÝÜâÖÞÓà×ÝÒâÖÏââÖÓÒÏ×ÚçÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓ×áÚÓááâÖÏÜâÖÓr`c^^^âÖÓÓÜàÝÚÚÓÒÏÑÑÝãÜâå×ÚÚÜÝâÐÓÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓÔÝàâÖÓÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚ
ÆÏâÓÏÜÒå×ÚÚ×ÜáâÓÏÒÓÏàÜâÖÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓÇâÏÜÒÏàÒ½ÜâÓàÓáâÆÏâÓÔÝàÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâµáÝÔ^c*a_*`^_gâÖÓÇâÏÜÒÏàÒ½ÜâÓàÓáâÆÏâÓÏÜÒµÄÍÔÝàÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×Ü·ÈºÀÂ¾ÏÜÒÂÍå×âÖÏÜÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr^^_ÏÜÒÏÐÝäÓ×á^^c°(^^c°µÄÍ)ÏÜÒÔÝàÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛ
ÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×Ü¸¹ÏÜÒÄµå×âÖÏÜÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr^^_âÝrggggggg×á^^c°(^^c°µÄÍ)ÏÜÒå×âÖÏÜÏÑÑÝãÜâÐÏÚÏÜÑÓÝÔr_^^^^^ÏÜÒÏÐÝäÓ×á^_^°(^_^°µÄÍ)¹ÏÑÖâ×ÓàáÖÝåÜàÓúÓÑâáâÖÓÑãààÓÜâÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÑÝÚÚÓÑâÓÒÐÏÚÏÜÑÓàÓßã×àÓÒâÝÝÐâÏ×ÜâÖÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓµÄÍ½ÜâÓàÓáâ
×áÑÝÛÞÝãÜÒÓÒÒÏ×ÚçÏÜÒÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçÈÖÓÏÛÝãÜâÝÔ×ÜâÓàÓáâÓÏàÜÓÒ×áÐÏáÓÒÝÜâÖÓÒÏ×ÚçÑÝÚÚÓÑâÓÒÐÏÚÏÜÑÓá×ÜâÖÓÏÑÑÝãÜâÉÞÝÜâÖÓÓæÞ×àÏâ×ÝÜÝÔâÖÓ_`ÛÝÜâÖÞàÝÛÝâ×ÝÜÏÚÞÓà×ÝÒâÖÓÜ#ÑãààÓÜâÇâÏÜÒÏàÒ½ÜâÓàÓáâÆÏâÓáÏÞÞÚçÁ×Ü×ÛãÛâÝÝÞÓÜÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâ×ár`cµÛÝÜâÖÚç
áÓàä×ÑÓÔÓÓÝÔr_`ÏÞÞÚ×Óá×ÜÏÜçÛÝÜâÖâÖÓÏÑÑÝãÜâÔÏÚÚáÐÓÚÝåÏrac^^Û×Ü×ÛãÛÒÏ×ÚçÐÏÚÏÜÑÓºÓÓáÛÏçàÓÒãÑÓÓÏàÜ×ÜÕá½ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÏàÓäÏà×ÏÐÚÓÏÜÒáãÐØÓÑââÝÑÖÏÜÕÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÛÏçÚ×Û×ââÖÓÏÛÝãÜâçÝãÒÓÞÝá×ââÝÏÄÚÏâ×ÜãÛÇÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜââÝÏÜÏÕÕàÓÕÏâÓÝÔr_Û×ÚÚ×ÝÜ
`µäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓ×Ü#ÐàÏÜÑÖÝÜÚççÝãÛãáâáÞÓÏÙå×âÖÏÐÏÜÙÓàâÝàÓßãÓáââÖÓáÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÏâÓµÜÜãÏÚÄÓàÑÓÜâÏÕÓÍ×ÓÚÒ(µÄÍ)×áÓøÓÑâ×äÓÔÝàÏÑÑÝãÜâáÝÞÓÜÓÒÐÓâåÓÓÜ^e*^f*`^_gÏÜÒ^f*a^*`^_gÏÜÒàÓßã×àÓáÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÝÔr`c^^^×ÜÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÐàÝãÕÖââÝËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ ÂÓåÛÝÜÓç!×áÛÝÜÓçÔàÝÛáÝãàÑÓá
Ýãâá×ÒÓÝÔâÖÓÑãáâÝÛÓàáÑãààÓÜâàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þå×âÖËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÝà×âáÏûÚ×ÏâÓá(åÖ×ÑÖ×ÜÑÚãÒÓáÒÓÞÝá×âÐàÝÙÓàÏÕÓÏÜÒÚÝÏÜ*ÑàÓÒ×âÏÑÑÝãÜâá)ÄãÐÚ×ÑºãÜÒáÏÜÒËÖÝÚÓáÏÚÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏàÓÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàµÄÍÏááãÛÓá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÓÛÏ×ÜáÝÜÒÓÞÝá×âãÜâ×ÚÛÏâãà×âç½ÜâÓàÓáâ×áÑÝÛÞÝãÜÒÓÒ
ÒÏ×ÚçÄÏçÛÓÜâÝÔ×ÜâÓàÓáâÝÜ·¸á×áÐÏáÓÒÝÜâÓàÛºÝàâÓàÛáÚÓááâÖÏÜ_`ÛÝÜâÖá(adcÒÏçá)×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚçÝàÏâÛÏâãà×âç(âÖÓÓÜÒÝÔâÖÓâÓàÛ)ºÝàâÓàÛáÝÔ_`ÛÝÜâÖáÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâÛÏçÐÓÞÏ×ÒÛÝÜâÖÚçßãÏàâÓàÚçáÓÛ×#ÏÜÜãÏÚÚçÝàÏÜÜãÏÚÚçµÞÓÜÏÚâç
ÔÝàÓÏàÚçå×âÖÒàÏåÏÚå×ÚÚÐÓ×ÛÞÝáÓÒÏÜÒÑÝãÚÒàÓÒãÑÓÓÏàÜ×ÜÕáÝÜâÖ×áÏÑÑÝãÜâÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓáÏàÓÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓâÝâÖÓ×Ü×â×ÏÚâÓàÛÝÔâÖÓ·¸ÝÜÚçµâÛÏâãà×âçâÖÓáÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÏâÓ·¸å×ÚÚÏãâÝÛÏâ×ÑÏÚÚçàÓÜÓåÔÝàÏâÓàÛÝÔdÛÝÜâÖáÏââÖÓ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÏÜÒµÄÍ×ÜÓøÓÑâÔÝà·¸áÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚÒÏâÓÜÝâáãÐØÓÑââÝÏ
ÇÞÓÑ×ÏÚÆÏâÓãÜÚÓááâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙÖÏáÜÝâ×ùÓÒçÝãÝâÖÓàå×áÓ_`¸ãÓâÝâÖÓÜÓåÛÝÜÓçàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÜÓåÏÑÑÝãÜâáÛÏçÝÜÚçÐÓÝÞÓÜÓÒÏâçÝãàÚÝÑÏÚÐàÏÜÑÖÏÜÒçÝãÛãáâáÞÓÏÙâÝÏÐÏÜÙÓàâÝàÓßãÓáââÖÓáÞÓÑ×ÏÚàÏâÓÝøÓàáÔÝàÐÝâÖÜÓåÏÜÒÓæ×áâ×ÜÕÏÑÑÝãÜâáËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓáÓàäÓáâÖÓà×ÕÖââÝÛÝÒ×ÔçÝà
Ò×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓâÖÓÝøÓàÏâÏÜçâ×ÛÓå×âÖÝãâÜÝâ×ÑÓÁ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âàÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâÝÔÏâÚÓÏáâr`c^^^×áÔÝàâÖ×áÝøÓàÝÜÚçÏÜÒÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÏÑÑÝãÜââÝßãÏÚ×ÔçÔÝàÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓà½ÔçÝãå×áÖâÝâÏÙÓÏÒäÏÜâÏÕÓÝÔÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓààÓßã×à×ÜÕ
ÏÛ×Ü×ÛãÛÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âçÝãå×ÚÚÐÓàÓßã×àÓÒâÝÒÝáÝå×âÖÏÜÝâÖÓàÜÓåÛÝÜÓçÒÓÞÝá×âÏááâÏâÓÒ×ÜâÖÓÝøÓààÓßã×àÓÛÓÜâáÏÜÒßãÏÚ×ùÑÏâ×ÝÜáÃøÓàÑÏÜÜÝâÐÓ0·ÝÛÐ×ÜÓÒå×âÖÏÜçÝâÖÓàÑÝÜáãÛÓàÒÓÞÝá×âÝøÓà0ÆÓÞàÝÒãÑÓÒÞãàÑÖÏáÓÒáÝÚÒâàÏÜáÔÓààÓÒÝàâàÏÒÓÒaÈÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚá
ºÏàÕÝÞàÝÕàÏÛÖÏáÏra^ÛÝÜâÖÚçáÓàä×ÑÓÔÓÓåÖ×ÑÖÑÏÜÐÓÏäÝ×ÒÓÒåÖÓÜçÝãÖÏäÓÝÜÓÝÔâÖÓÔÝÚÚÝå×ÜÕßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÐÏÚÏÜÑÓár`c^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙÒÓÞÝá×âÏÑÑÝãÜâá(ÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕáÏä×ÜÕá·¸áº¸½·#×ÜáãàÓÒ½Æµá)Ýàrc^^^^ÝàÛÝàÓ×ÜÏÜçÑÝÛÐ×ÜÏâ×ÝÜÝÔßãÏÚ×Ôç×ÜÕÚ×ÜÙÓÒÐÏÜÙ×ÜÕ
ÐàÝÙÓàÏÕÓ(ÏäÏ×ÚÏÐÚÓâÖàÝãÕÖËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝµÒä×áÝàáÀÀ·)ÏÜÒÑàÓÒ×âÐÏÚÏÜÑÓá(×ÜÑÚãÒ×ÜÕ_^°ÝÔÛÝàâÕÏÕÓÐÏÚÏÜÑÓáÑÓàâÏ×ÜÛÝàâÕÏÕÓáÜÝâÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓ)½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÝÜÏÚÚÓÚ×Õ×ÐÚÓáÏä×ÜÕáÏÑÑÝãÜâáÏÜÒÒ×áÑÝãÜâáÝàÔÓÓåÏ×äÓàáÝÜÝâÖÓà
ÞàÝÒãÑâáÏÜÒáÓàä×ÑÓáå×ÚÚÒ×áÑÝÜâ×ÜãÓÏÜÒàÓäÓàââÝâÖÓ¶ÏÜÙáâÖÓÜ#ÑãààÓÜâÏÞÞÚ×ÑÏÐÚÓáâÏÜÒÏàÒ×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓÝàÔÓÓºÝàÐÝÜãá×ÜâÓàÓáâàÏâÓáÝÜâ×ÛÓÏÑÑÝãÜâáâÖ×áÑÖÏÜÕÓå×ÚÚÝÑÑãàãÞÝÜàÓÜÓåÏÚ½ÔâÖÓÄÝàâÔÝÚ×ÝÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝàÓÚÏâ×ÝÜáÖ×Þ×áâÓàÛ×ÜÏâÓÒâÖÓàÓÛÏ×Ü×ÜÕãÜÚ×ÜÙÓÒËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄÝàâÔÝÚ×Ý
·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÝàËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝÄà×ÛÓ·ÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÏÑÑÝãÜâå×ÚÚÐÓÑÝÜäÓàâÓÒâÝÏÜÝâÖÓàÑÖÓÑÙ×ÜÕÞàÝÒãÑâÝàÑÚÝáÓÒ
\`^_gËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµµÚÚà×ÕÖâáàÓáÓàäÓÒ¸ÓÞÝá×âÞàÝÒãÑâáÝøÓàÓÒÐçËÓÚÚáºÏàÕÝ¶ÏÜÙÂµÁÓÛÐÓàº¸½·

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE
Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job(s) are currently available:

• Assistant Director (21662)
• Enrollment Management Specialist (21638)
For information regarding the position(s) listed above, please visit:
http://w)ww.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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Youths offer praise, worship at historic
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
ST. PETERSBURG —
An event that started inside the sanctuary of historic Bethel African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church ended outside
with youths and young
adults giving spontaneous
praise to God.
The Youth Explosion,
an idea coordinated by
Jenifer Burklin-Walker,
started on the evening of
Saturday, June 30 with
master of ceremony
Corey Givens, Jr. thanking everyone for coming
and encouraging those in
the pews to get involved
with the service that featured youths and young

adults
from
around
Tampa Bay and as far
away as Orlando.
Choirs from Bethel
and St. Stephen African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church in Bradenton
filled the choir loft.
When the sound system wouldn’t cooperate
with rapper Young Aaron,
the artist went back to his
roots
as
a
“PK”
(preacher’s kid), pulled
out some gospel lyrics
and had the congregation
supplement his music
with hand claps. The 22year-old from Designer’s
Way Christian Church in
Tampa then testified to a

Christian rapper Young Aaron (Aaron Williams)

life that was anything but
godly, and told a story of
redemption that brought
shouts of “Hallelujah” and
“Amen.”
The liturgical dance
ministry from Greater Mt.
Zion African Methodist
Episcopal
Church
brought soul-stirring reactions
when
they
matched their movements
to Kirk Franklin’s “Love
Theory.”
The spoken word poetry of Bethel’s Mazaria
Flowers and a solo by
Zariya Brooks of St. John
Missionary
Baptist
Church in Orlando received enthusiastic praise
from the worshippers.
Throughout the service,
prayers and words of inspiration were given to
the youths and young
adults to “remain strong”
and “continuing serving
the Lord.”
Rev. Kenny Irby, senior pastor at historic
Bethel, reminded everyone that, “The doors of
the church are always
open,” as he offered a
place at the alter to anyone in need. He also gave
encouragement through
the scripture, “Don’t let
anyone look down on you
because you are young,
but set an example for the
believers in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith…
”
The Moore’s Chapel
mime troupe, made up St.
Petersburg youths Kareem Alexander and Jordan Henderson, rounded
out the evening by ministering to the congregation
through the song “Grace-

fully Broken.”
Soon afterward, everyone filed downstairs for
burgers, hot dogs, chips,
sodas and other snacks in
Williams-Harris Fellowship Hall.
Then as worshippers
were leaving, a surprise
awaited. Many were
treated to a group of
young people who “just
started singing together,”
as someone said, on the
steps in front of the
church. Shantasia Northern and Kareem Alexander were lifting their
voices to “Because of
Who You Are.”
Choir members from
St. Stephen then decided
they needed another goround. Several youths and
young adults gathered in
the parking lot to laugh,
talk and continue their fellowship in Christ.
The worship service
was part of historic
Bethel’s 125th Church
Anniversary Celebration,

which continues Aug. 10
with a Back-to-School
Bash and Street Festival
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.
Vendor spaces are still
available. Please contact
the church office for more

information at 727-8222089.
Historic Bethel AME
is located at 912 Third
Ave. N in the heart of
Methodist Town.

DaShawn Jones of Mt.
Olive African Methodist
Episcopal Church,
Clearwater, offers the
opening prayer

Corey Givens,
Master of
Ceremony

Jenifer Burklin-Walker,
Youth Explosion
coordinator

Kareem Alexander, still in mime makeup,
and Shantasia Northern on the
steps of Historic Bethel
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Protecting our greatest asset
BY FEDRICK INGRAM
President, Florida Education
Association

STATEWIDE — I’m
proud to lead an organization whose mission is to
protect one of society’s
greatest assets: the public
schools. As the president
of the Florida Education
Association (FEA), I’m focused on preserving the
asset and staying on the
path to positive change.
Our team works hard
to improve our schools,
and that includes a strong
commitment to providing
every child with a quality
education. And believe
me, that is a daily fight in

every one of our 67 counties.
People single me out
as the first African-American president of FEA, but
that distinction is more
than a benchmark. It gives
me a unique perspective
and fuels my passion for
education because of the
critical role it continues to
play in the lives of African
Americans and all people
of color.
An education is the
gateway to opportunities
that would otherwise be
out of reach for minority
people in particular. Our
history is replete with the
efforts to prevent the education of African Ameri-

cans because knowledge
is a powerful weapon
against all barriers, and it
can never be taken away.
That empowerment
plays out in our classrooms, giving all of our
children a shot at the
American dream. But
there are efforts to reverse
the gains we’ve made. I
have to tell you; they are
alarming and disturbing.
These obstructions to a
quality education are
reemerging in plain sight.
I think about our students and teachers every
time I walk into the capitol
to face politicians bent on
privatizing a system that
teaches well over 2.7 mil-

lion children a year. We
forget that our doors are
open to all Florida children
regardless of disability,
race or class.
We do not discriminate. We need every dime
to prepare our students to
compete in an evolving
marketplace. Privatization
is getting in the way of that
progress because it takes
some of us, but not all of
us.
Privatizing
public
schools has been a 20-year
strategy where billions of
our tax dollars are siphoned from the classrooms and deposited in
private school bank accounts. They are chipping

away at the future and the
promise of opportunity for
all.
But the public schools
are not for profit, and public schools do not pick and
choose which students are
to be educated. The unregulated private schools
enroll students who often
want to return to the public school system because
of bad experiences.
Describing vouchers
as scholarship opportunities does not disguise the
fact that they discriminate,
segregate, and provide an
exit strategy for white students at the expense of
taxpayers.
As stakeholders, edu-

cation will have a significant influence on what the
future holds for our families. We are looking for
partners in this fight for
public schools and we
need your help.
For more information,
visit www.feaweb.org.

noted. “Should we be sympathetic to people who
continue to use this symbol that has been hurtful
to many of our families,”
the pastor questioned.
Reese did speak what
was on the minds of many
in the room when she answered Pritchett’s questions.
“Sympathetic, no; understanding, no; accepting, no,” said Reese.
“It is very important
for us if we are going to be
respectful and live in a
community that honors
and values everyone and

all history that we understand the history of the
green benches,” stated
Reese.
She reminded listeners
that the benches were not
“romantic” for many, but
“humiliating,” while Dutton recommended using
the economic approach of
holding back dollars from
outlets that continued to
promote brewery products labeled with “Green
Bench” to send a message
of protest in solidarity.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

Fedrick Ingram

St. Pete’s Jim Crow era green benches are offensive to black residents
CLUB, from front page

(according to its own history, the St. Petersburg
Yacht Club did not admit
its first black member until
1985).
“I’m doing it because
it’s an opportunity to have
a conversation with a
group of people who normally don’t have these
kinds of conversations,”
she asserted.
She also clarified that
while she could enrich the
conversation as a person
of African descent, she
was not speaking for St.
Pete’s black population.
“I do not speak for my
people. We are not monolithic. If you spoke to 100
of us, we would have differing perspectives and
opinions,” stated Reese, requesting that listeners not
walk away assuming she
was speaking for the entire
black community.
Dutton’s organization
UNITE Pinellas recently

released a 2019 Equity
profile pointing to serious
gaps in everything from
black versus white homeownership, education and
employment numbers and
treatment by both law enforcement and the justice
system in the county.
His remarks began
with acknowledging that
his father’s return from
WWII significantly differed from the return of
many black vets.
“The G.I. Bill was waiting for him – with opportunity for home ownership,
to go to college,” he explained. “My mom and
dad bought a house; they
started building wealth.
That was not made available to the 1.2 million
black veterans that came
home.”
Foster said that she
doesn’t see much change
toward “real justice in this
country and in our com-

munity,” and shared that
to get justice, “people have
to march.”
She was, however,
hopeful that young people
especially would be able to
move the needle of justice
further along by addressing issues of racism with
“noisy” action and ongoing activism.
While the one-hour discussion could only touch
briefly on the myriad of issues involved in on-going
racism in the county, it was
a particularly St. Pete-ish
conundrum that actually
inspired Tiger Bay’s decision to hold the discussion
in the first place: the green
benches.
A symbol of the
“whites-only” mentality of
St. Pete’s earlier days, the
green benches have become a favorite bit of nostalgia for businesses such
as Green Bench Brewing
Company, the Green

Bench Monthly and the
bench-making Clearwater
business Green Benches
& More.
The divide between
how blacks and whites regard the ongoing use of
“the green bench” as a
symbol of St. Pete seems
to indicate just how far the
community still has to go
on issues of race and
racism.
And in fact, it was Rev.
JC Pritchett’s challenge
that won the day’s “Fang
& Claw” award for best
question — and focused
on
the
troublesome
benches.
“Ollie’s Outlet on Ninth
Avenue North, Chik-Fil-A
on Fourth Street North,
the Green Bench magazine
and the ever-expanding
Green Bench Brewery are
a few of the businesses in
this community that continue to use the green
bench symbol,” Pritchett
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Cohort of Champions Kick-off Annual Summer
Leadership and Workforce Training Academy

City of Tampa
to recognize
Stephen Scruggs

TAMPA – The City of
Tampa will recognize St.
Pete’s Stephen Scruggs
for his participation in
“the game that changed
America” this coming
Monday, July 15 at the
Tampa City Hall, 315 E.
Kennedy Blvd. on the
third floor.
The year was 1969 and
Scruggs was the starting
quarterback for Florida
A&M College, now University. That November
he led FAMU to victory
over the University of
Tampa 34-28. He will be
forever remembered as
the quarterback who engineered arguably the

The Weekly Challenger

most significant victory in
FAMU football history.
That game was historic because for the first
time in history, a southern historically African
American college played a
southern predominantly
white school in football.
FAMU’s victory changed
the way HBCU coaches,
players and teams were
viewed by the larger society and the mainstream
media.
Come out and celebrate with Scruggs at 3
p.m. next Monday in
Tampa’s City Hall where
he will be recognized with
a special presentation.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Cohort of Champions
— a signature program of
the City of St. Petersburg’s
My Brother’s and Sister’s
Keeper (MBSK) Initiative
— is conducting the 2nd
Annual Summer Leadership and Workforce Training Academy at Gibbs High
School in partnership with
the Arts Conservatory for
Teens.
The Cohort’s young
men have been learning the
importance of a properly
trained workforce, sharpening their math skills, receiving financial literacy and
entrepreneurship training
and have been working on a
short film production about
preventing bullying.
This summer, the Academy is invited to attend
Pinellas Technical College
(PTC) once a week to obtain a Cohort Summer
Academy
Maintenance
Certification through a
unique course developed in
partnership with the school.
There the Academy is
learning valuable workforce
training and skills, including
how to repair a window
screen, how to fix a broken
water pipe and how to install
a toilet.
The Cohort of Champions extends special thanks
to Keisha Robinson and
Richard Wiggins at PTC for
designing this custom
course for the Academy that

will lead to several work-related and entrepreneurship
opportunities.
The Cohort of Champions is an ongoing open
enrollment program. A
Fall 2019 Sports Academy
will begin following the
start of the upcoming
school year. For additional
information about the Cohort of Champions and
other MBSK programs,
visit stpete.org/MBSK or
contact the City of St. Petersburg Urban Affairs
Department at 727-8937885.

Art O’Hara
July 12, 1951 - June 25, 2019
Art O’Hara, Executive Director of R’Club Child
Care, Inc. and Louise Graham Regeneration Center passed away on June 25, 2019. Art was a lifelong resident of St. Petersburg, Florida and proud
graduate of St. Petersburg High School, the University of South Florida and Florida State University. In his 19 years as Executive Director of
R’Club, Art touched the hearts and impacted the
lives of many children, youth, and families in the communities he served.
During the 12 years that Art led the Louise Graham Regeneration Center,
he was a strong advocate for the differently abled adults that attended
the many programs offered there. He will be deeply missed by so many.
Art will be remembered and celebrated by his many friends on Saturday,
July 27th, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. at Greater Mt. Zion AME Church located
at 1045 16th Street South in St. Petersburg, Florida.
It was Art’s mission to provide children, youth and differently abled
adults with high quality programs that support success in school and in
life. As an expression of sympathy, memorial contributions can be made
to the Art O’Hara Memorial Fund by visiting www.rclub.net/donate or
calling 727-578-543

All trades and all
experience levels
welcome!

Construction Workforce Fair
New St. Pete PierTM and Pier Approach
Date: July 17, 2019

Time: 11:00am — 1:00pm

Location: Enoch Davis Center
1111 18th Avenue S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Supported By:
Pinellas Technical College
Pinellas County Urban League
Pinellas Ex-Offender Re-Entry Coalition
The 2020 Plan
City of St. Petersburg
CareerSource Pinellas

Skanska Contact:
Angelica Rodriguez, LEED AP
813.440.8165
Angelica.Rodriguez@Skanska.com
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Three simple health tips to ‘Change 4 Life’ in one summer
BY SHERON BROWN,
PH.D.
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
Although it feels like summertime most of the year in
the Sunshine City, the summer season is special because it stirs up feelings of
light-heartedness, celebration and freedom to explore.
These feelings started in
childhood with summer
break and remain with us as
adults. We make plans, try
new things we haven’t tried
all year and sometimes add
new experiences to our
lives.
This happens without
even making deliberate
plans. But what would happen if you did all of this deliberately? You would
up-level your life using the
feelings of light-heartedness, celebration and freedom to explore. You would
change for life over the summer.
In May, the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. hosted the Change 4

Life Health Expo in collaboration with USFSP Campus
Recreation. The community
event gathered health and
wellness professionals and
St. Pete residents for a day
of food, fitness and fun.
There were exercise
classes to try such as Fit 4
Fifty Plus, Zumba® and
Xtreme Hip Hop. There
were cooking demonstrations and also great prizes
such as gym memberships
and spa packages.
Equally as important
were the screenings for cancer, spinal health, type 2 diabetes, Body Mass Index
(BMI) and blood pressure.
Community partners came
together to help St. Pete residents change their health
and wellbeing for life.
Did you attend? Did you
start making changes?
Even if you were not
able to attend or have not
started making changes, it
is not too late. Summer is a
light-hearted time of year
that is great for trying new
things to better your health
for life. Here are a few easy

Phillip Weeden owner of Xtreme Hip Hop with
Phil encouraged almost 100 attendees to add
movement to their lives with his exciting class at
the Change 4 Life Health Expo.

ways to make that happen
over the next few months.
Make it light
There is no shame in enjoying a refreshing glass of
iced tea or half and half, but
too much sugar in it is what
can lead to type 2 diabetes
— even if you use sugar-free
sweeteners. Your body can
handle about six teaspoons
of sugar a day and be fine,
but once that number increases with soda, desserts
and refined foods, the problems begin.
What can you do? Try
making it light at least once
a week for the summer.
There are many ways to do
this. You can save your artificially or over-sweetened
drinks for once a day, drink
only water all day once a
week or put half the amount
of sugar you usually use in
your drink. This way, you
are lightening the amount of
sugar you ingest without totally giving up the beverages
you enjoy.
You can also make it
light with substitutions. At
the expo, one beverage that
attendees had the chance to
try for free was naturally
sweetened coconut water. In
addition to being a great
source of hydration, it may
also lower blood sugar levels
and reduce heart disease.
Drinking plain water is
extremely important for
your body, but you can also
enjoy sweetened drinks if
you are deliberate about
lightening the amount sugar
you drink.
Explore movement
Maybe you have heard
that just 30 minutes a day of
exercise can improve heart
health, reduce stress and
help you lose weight. Thirty
minutes sounds easy, but
may still be daunting if the
exercise is too strenuous.
This can easily be remedied
by exploring mindful movement.
Some call it yoga and

others may call it stretching,
but whatever you call it, this
lighter version of exercise
can change your health for
the better. The movements
are gentle but help you to
become stronger. Because
you stay in your poses for a
while, the movements help
you improve your flexibility
— something that becomes
more important with age to
protect against injury.
Additionally, you focus
on breathing as a part of the
exercise. This helps with
improving respiration and
reducing stress. Finally,
yoga has been linked to improving type 2 diabetes conditions, so this less
strenuous form of exercise
is worth a try for many reasons.
This summer, you can
try it free. The Urban Yoga
Foundation, one of the expo
community partners, offers
a non-religious version of
yoga called Mindful Movement on Wednesdays at 5
p.m. at the Enoch Davis
Center and Thursdays at 6
p.m. at the Willis John
Recreation Center. No signup is necessary. Just show
up to explore how yoga can
help change your health for
life.
Celebrate in August
Life can get so busy that
we forget to take care of ourselves. One easy thing we
may forget is making checkup appointments with our
doctors. It is not until we feel
a pain that we think about
the doctor, but a celebration
in August can change that.
August is National
Health Center Month.
Whether you use a clinic,
health center or private doctor, use the month to check
your health status with basic
screenings.
Celebrating in August
can make the difference in
changing your health for the
better for life.
Two community part-

St. Petersburg Deputy Mayor and City
Administrator Dr. Kanika Tomalin and Chef Ray
Flournoy of The Fit Kitchen shared ways to eat
healthier during their cooking demonstration at
the Change 4 Life Health Expo.
ners present at the expo that
can help you celebrate are
Baycare and Healthy St.
Pete. Here are three ways
that take away all possible
excuses:
1. If you are not sure
about your insurance, reach
out to Baycare for their
Health Care Navigators.
Just like at the expo, they
can help you figure out your
options to access healthcare.
2. If you want to visit a
health center, but not sure
where to go, reach out to
Healthy St. Pete and ask
about their resources. They
can help you discover what
health centers are available
to you in our city.
3. If you want to get
basic screening but not sure
about making an appointment, visit the Baycare table
at Pinellas Community

Church for their back-toschool event on July 27. Like
at the expo, Baycare will
offer diabetes and blood
pressure screenings.
Summer started on June
20, so you have enough time
to make the most of these
next few months. Use the
feelings of light-heartedness, celebration and freedom to explore improving
your health with these easy
ideas that can change your
health for a lifetime.
Visit
www.stpetedeltas.org to learn more
about the expo.
The Change 4 Life
Health Expo was sponsored
by the St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc., USFSP
Campus Recreation, Suncoast Credit Union, Florida
Blue, Raymond James and
Lucky’s Market.

Fibromyalgia event aimed to bring awareness to the disease
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Keep Hope Alive Fibromyalgia
Support
Group, Inc. held their
2019 awareness day
events on May 24 and 25
at the Next STEPP Pregnancy Center event space.
This year the group gave
out informational flyers
and brochures, keepsake
bracelets
and
guest
speaker Dr. Ricky Lockett
gave eventgoers tips on
how to deal with the debilitating disease.
Valerie Dorn, president and founder of the
Keep Hope Alive Fibromyalgia
Support
Group, has suffered from
the disease for more than
25 years. She doesn’t want

anyone to go through
what she endured while
being misdiagnosed for
years.
“So this is my reason
and purpose — to get the
word out that fibromyalgia is a condition that can
be
sometimes
overlooked,” said Dorn.
Fibromyalgia is a disorder marked by widespread musculoskeletal
pain accompanied by fatigue, sleep, memory and
mood issues. Researchers
believe that fibromyalgia
amplifies painful sensations by affecting the way
the brain processes pain
signals. Symptoms sometimes begin after physical
trauma, surgery, infection

or significant psychological stress. In other cases,
symptoms gradually accumulate over time with no
single triggering event.
This year’s awareness
event featured husband
and wife team of “Soke”
Bryant K. Harrell and his
wife
Master
Sensei
Leotte-Keiva Harrell, who
are martial arts experts
and owners of Midtown
Miracles. The two demonstrated Tai Chi techniques
to
protect
sufferers and ease the discomforts of fibromyalgia.
Dorn told of her experience coping with the disease while Dr. Lockett
held a question and answer session.

‘This is only the beginning’
STEPPING, from page 5

Taylor studied drumming,
dancing
and
singing, and by the end of
the summer program, he
enrolled at the academy
for the continuous afterschool programs.
The founder and director of Artz4 Life, Jai Hinson, has created a hub for
creative
expressions.
Known as the matriarch
with a mothering spirit,
she’s considered part mentor, part taskmaster and all
love for her students.
“Mama Jai recruited
me into Dundu Dole Urban
African Ballet where most
of my training was in dancing,” Taylor explained, noting that he has performed
in the “Chocolate Nutcracker” and “Family
Blessing” musicals.

“Mama Jai brought in
the Million Dollar Steppers
from Dunedin High School
every summer to teach,”
he said. “Some people dare
to be different.”
Taylor described stepping as a mix of beats,
precision, synchronization, jumps, kick, flips,
leaps and hand movements.
“Stepping is a recognized genre of art just as
ballet, jazz and tap,” Hinson said, explaining that it
is an opportunity for expression, discipline, development.
“It’s a way of communication,” Taylor said, explaining part of his
attraction to the art form.
“It can also help to release
emotion and anger. Step

is intense, and you have to
give 100 percent. It’s a
hidden world that I didn’t
know anything about. The
discipline of the show, the
uniforms. You have to be
focused when you’re a
representative of your
team.”
He went on to join the
Pinellas Park High School
stepping team called Men
of Perfection and became
its captain.
Last year, he was hired
as a youth specialist at the
Artz4 Life Summer Camp,
coming full circle. Each
instructor had to come up
with an end-of-the-year
event, and Taylor chose to
produce a step show.
He was so amazed at
the professionalism and
proficiency of his young

group of steppers and motivated by the overwhelming support of the audience
that he decided to start his
own step team: the Young
Kings Hierarchy.
Before joining the
Young Kings, many of the
youths had never been
out of the city, and now
they’ve traveled all over
the states of Georgia and
Florida and to Newark,
N.J., where they placed
third last month at the
2019
National
High
School Stepping Championship.
“I’m very proud of
these Young Kings. It
takes a lot of courage to
step out into the unknown. But anything
worth doing is worth
doing well,” asserted Hin-

son.
Taylor feels that the
world of his steppers have
expanded and they now
have a different perspective on life. He explained
that most of the young
men did not know that
HBCU stood for historically black colleges and
universities, nor were
they familiar with sororities and fraternities.
At the competitions,
the young men get to interact with college students and the chance to
witness Greek life up
close and personal.
Taylor describes the
connection between the
team members and himself as a “brotherhood,”
and he prides himself on
the fact that the boys feel

comfortable enough to
come to him for advice
and talk to each other
about their problems.
A shining example to
his charges, Taylor is employed, attends Hillsborough
Community
College, and of course,
manages the Kings.
“God has a different
plan for me now that I
have met these boys,” he
averred. “Do not let your
past define you! If it wasn’t
for my past and the struggling times that I went
through, Young Kings Hierarchy would not be
here today. I am so grateful and blessed to be able
to work with an amazing
group of young men.
Keep a lookout; this is
only the beginning!”

CHURCH DIRECTORY
10

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos

The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Hold on to Your Faith

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Ruwach International Ministries
Pastor/Prophet Huberta Rejouis
3940 18th Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711
(above the daycare)

Email: huberta.rejouis@yahoo.com • Phone: 727-768-2784
Sunday Night Worship Service ......7:30pm
Thursday Night Prayer and
Bible Study (Yara Time) ...................7:30pm
Ruwach International Ministries is an
Apostolic global ministry.
We operated in the five-fold ministry.
All are Welcome! Shalom!

The Servants’ Conference • August 1-3
We invite you to come and be renewed, refreshed, and challenged by the exhortation
to give ourselves as exemplary servants of Christ. The conference will be held at
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church, 3647 18th Ave. S.
Conference Speakers include Dr. E. L. Wiseman and:

Hold on to your faith it will see you through; Our GOD will always be there for you.
Hold on to your faith for GOD’s love is true; remember JESUS CHRIST lived and died for
you.
Hold on to your faith, and read GOD’s word for truth; HIS grace and HIS mercy is your living
proof.
Hold on to your faith and GOD’s purpose for your life; it is worth much more than any pain
and strife.
GOD will give you the strength of HIS unchanging hand;
And forever on GOD’s promises you will always be able to stand.
Hold on to your faith and your peace will reside; Knowing GOD will forever be by your side.
Hold on to your faith, keep praying for others; remember that GOD’s protection always covers.
Faith is GOD’s gift that we must keep; we are HIS children, we are HIS sheep.
Hold on to GOD’s faith, HE will make you brand new; Remember our JESUS CHRIST will
carry you through.”
AMEN
“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;”
2 Thessalonians 1:3 KJV

THE CONFERENCE MISSION: To portray Jesus as the model servant,
to propel pastors and church leader to be exemplary and to promote the need
for servanthood as a way of life.
THE CONFERENCE INCLUDES: A workbook, eight gospel messages,
three breakout sessions, special music, service of worship, free books, giveaways,
two continental breakfasts, one brunch, two dinner meals, four refreshments and
coffee breaks, sweet fellowship and Q&A Panel Discussion.

For registration information, please call (727)-327-9711.
Hosted by Dr. Lewis C. Lampley

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Greetings from St. Mark
M. B. Church!
This year’s Mega Sports
themed Vacation Bible
School (VBS) will be held
July 15 – 19 from 6:00 – 8:00
pm. Classes and fun activities are planned for all ages.
You can register online at vbspro.events/p/events/vbsstmark2019. If you don’t have
an opportunity to register
online, you can register
nightly in person. To our
friends and neighbors, especially those in the Childs
Park Neighborhood, we invite you to join us as we learn
more about Jesus, participate in arts and crafts, competitions, prizes and food.
Sunday’s
message,
‘Please Don’t Faint’ from 11
Corinthians 4:16-18 asked
the question ‘So What’s
Needed to Keep Us From
Fainting from the Many
Things that Confront Us
Every Day in Life?’ From
the text Pastor Brown presented these answers: ‘Reclaim
Your
Promise’,
‘Remember This Principle’,
and ‘Realize the Purpose’.

From verse 16 the first
answer ‘Reclaim Your Promise’ was expounded upon
and we learned of the promise in the verse which is God
gives us fresh strength
every day (though our outward man perish, yet our inward man is renewed day by
day). The second answer
came out of verses17a and
18, ‘Remember this Principle’. The principle is ‘nothing in this life will last
forever’ (for our light affliction which is but for a moment . . .; the things that are
seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen
are everlasting . . .). Whatever we go through, the
good and the bad, whatever
it is, will not last always. The
third answer ‘Realize the
Purpose’, also is from verse
17, (for our light affliction
which is but for a moment
worketh for us a far more exceeding and exceeding
weight of glory) There are
things (afflictions) that happen to us that are light, and
it is the light afflictions that
teach us how to deal with the

Pastor’s Corner
heavy things of life. Everything that happens in our life
has meaning. They work together for the good. . . They
teach us and prepare us for
things that will happen tomorrow. In the midst of pain
and problems God wants us
to realize that no matter
what goes on in our life He
wants us to give Him glory,
that is to affirm who He is
and how good he has been
no matter the circumstances.
A second realization is that
we are to give mankind
goodness. So let our lives be
a testimony to others that
says if God can do it for him,
He can do it for me.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Gethsemane MBC
We Invite You to Be Our
Guest
Whose prayer does God really hear?—that of the righteous. Are we the righteous? I
believe that we are, then, let’s
pray for stronger faith, unity
and love, HE is listening! “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing”…I Thess. 5:16-18
Come, bring a friend and
celebrate with us during
our Annual Dual Day Obser-

vance on Sunday, July 14. Our
theme is “The Family that
Prays Together Stays Together.” Our color of the day
will be shades of blue.
Church School at 9:30
a.m. with Sister Sarah Rich,
Glad Tidings Assembly of God
and Deacon Dana Pittman,
Bethel Metropolitan MBC.
11:00 a.m. Worship
Service speaker is Evangelist
Sharon Bouie, First Mount

Zion MBC
3:30 p.m. Worship
Service speaker is Michael A.
Hawkins and the Mt. Calvary
MBC Family
We would love to have you
and yours come and share
with us.
Gethsemane Missionary
Baptist Church is located at
2580 12th Ave. S, St. Petersburg. Pastor Ronald R. Gibson
is the senior pastor.

Bethel AME celebrating 125 years
ST. PETERSBURG—Bethel African AME Church
will celebrate its 125th anniversary with a variety of activities for the members and
the community to engage
and enjoy.
Next month, a street festival will be on tap Aug. 10
from 11-2 p.m. with live entertainment, vendors, face
painting and games for the
youth. Then on Sept. 28, put
on your best bib and tucker
and join us for the Heritage
Gala featuring award-winning filmmaker and native
son, William Packer, Jr. as
the keynote speaker.
The elegant affair will be
held at the Hilton St. Petersburg Carillon Park with the
VIP reception starting at 6
p.m. and the gala at 7 p.m.
Ticket information is available by calling the church at
727-822-2089.
The 125th anniversary
celebration will culminate
with a worship service at the
church on Dec. 8 at 10:30

a.m. with the Right Rev.
Adam Jefferson Richardson,
Presiding Bishop as the
speaker.
Bethel has participated
in the development of St. Petersburg and is recognized
as a historical site. The
Gothic revival building located at 912 Third Ave. N, is
the oldest African-American
church in the city. Bethel has
been a part of the historic
Methodist Town since 1894.
Please join us in recog-

nizing the great accomplishments of this great church.
For vendor and performing
artist information, please
contact the church at 727822-2089.
We need support for our
historic celebration and are
accepting donations. Please
make all checks payable to
Bethel AME and mail to P.O.
Box 16423, St. Petersburg,
FL 33733. You will be recognized for your contribution.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Can you walk away?
“We walk by faith and not
by sight (II Corinthians 5:7).”
There is a part of you that
knows who you really are and
what you are called to do. Beyond your gender, age, race,
culture, religion, orientation,
socio-economic status, family
dynamics, educational level, or
credit history, is your true identity. The authenticity of who
you are is deeper than any title
in front or behind your name,
any role that you fulfill or position that you hold. Your life is a

search for deeper meaning that
surpasses human limitations.
When Jesus was 12, he and
his parents traveled to
Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
feasts. While in Jerusalem,
Jesus left his parents, Mary,
and Joseph. They were unable
to find him for 3 days. While his
parents were searching for
him, he was on a mission to discover his true identity and a
search for the meaning of his
life.
Following Jesus as your

Wayshower, calls you to leave
the familiar to search for something deeper. Sometimes your
attachment to old thought,
speech and behavior patterns
makes it challenging for you to
walk away but holistic growth
and development is worth it.
Reflection Question – Are
you having any challenges letting go of the familiar? If so,
what is comfortable that desires to cling to you? What challenges you from letting them
go?

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church will be celebrating
our pastor’s 15th anniversary
on July 28 at the 10:15 a.m.
worship service. The theme is
exemplified in scripture, Jeremiah 3:15, “And I will give you
Pastor’s according to mine
heart, which shall feed you
with knowledge and understanding.”
Please join us in celebrating 15 years of Preaching,

Teaching, and Serving by Dr.
Rickey L. Houston. Pastor
Craig E. White, Sr. of Bethany
Baptist Church in Atlanta will
be the guest minister.
There will be an anniversary banquet following church
service at 2 p.m. at Banquet
Masters, 13355 49th St. N in
Clearwater. Contact the
church for information at 727327-0554.
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Local politicians help charity celebrate Juneteenth
ST. PETERSBURG –
Juneteenth is the oldest
nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending
of slavery in the United
States. On June 19, 1865,
Union General Gordon
Granger led thousands of
federal troops to Galveston, Texas, to announce
that the Civil War had
ended and slaves had been
freed.
Although the Emancipation Proclamation was
signed two and a half years
earlier by President Abraham Lincoln freeing slaves
in the Confederate states,
isolated parts of the country that did not have Union
soldiers to enforce the Executive Order were left in
the dark. With General
Lee’s surrender and the

arrival of Granger’s troops,
the last remaining slaves
were freed.
Juneteenth celebrations focus on freedom,
equality and unity worldwide, and while it has obtained
a
Day
of
Observance status in the
state of Florida, the push
continues to enact legislation to make it a legal holiday in all 50 states and at
the federal level.
While there were several celebrations in the
Tampa Bay area this year,
Midtown Celebrity Club, a
local 501(c)(3) charity,
took over the reins with
several different events
here in St. Pete. Starting
June 3 at the Enoch Davis
Center, Midtown Celebrity
Club’s founder and President Paulette Jones acted
as mistress of ceremony
over the event that raised
the Juneteenth flag next to
the American flag.
The flag raising ceremony attended by members of the community and
political figures saw U.S.
Representative Charlie
Crist as the keynote
speaker.
Crist spoke of the utilization of voting to enforce civil rights and the
need to get out the vote.
He also emphasized the
historical significance of
the Juneteenth holiday
and the continued fight for
freedom and equality in
the United States.
Florida State Representative Wengay Newton
gave a moving and memorable tribute to the Juneteenth holiday. He spoke
of the sacrifices of previous generations and the
accomplishments
of
African Americans.
The program contin-

ued with several more
speeches and the presentation of awards to Lyn
Johnson of The Weekly
Challenger and Jeanie
Blue, a former Juneteenth
events director. The Midtown Angels of the
Celebrity Club provided
entertainment, with dancing choreographed by
Debbie Tumbling. The afternoon ended with an international service project
preparing donations to be
sent to the less fortunate
in Africa.
On June 15, Midtown
Celebrity Club hosted
“Juneteenth in the Park,”
where Playlot No. 3, located at the corner of 17th
Avenue and 17th Street
South, received a landscaping makeover. The
City of St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation Department graciously provided
and
planted
beautiful flowers and cypress mulch.
To round out the

events of the day, a barbeque was provided for
the surrounding residents.
This year’s celebration
ended with the “Juneteenth Literacy Expo” on
June 19 at the James Weldon Johnson Library. Volunteers read books about
slavery and the challenges
that African Americans
have endured to the children in the Midtown area.
Rep. Newton and President & CEO of the Pinellas County Urban League
Watson Haynes both
shared their experiences
and the importance of education. After reading,
everyone enjoyed refreshments donated by Sam’s
Club, and gift cards were
passed out to the children
from the McDonald’s on
Fourth Street South.
Midtown
Celebrity
Club thanks the community for their attendance
and hope to continue its
Juneteenth events for
years to come.
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For more information about MB
BSK programs visit
stpete.org/MB
BSK

Saturday, July 20
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Midtown Academy
1701 10th St. S.

YYoouth Farm at Enoch Davis Center's
Summer Pilot EXPOsure Meeting
Thursday, July 18
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Enoch Davis Centerr (1111 18th Av
Ave. S.) Mod 16A/16B

South St. Pete CRA Citizen
Advisory Committee
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Wednesday, July 17
We
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Enoch Davis Centerr (1111 18th Av
Ave. S.).

